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FIRST PRES PRESS 
 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore 
to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a 
willing spirit. 

                                              Psalm 51:10-12, (ESV) 
Happy new year! Whether you are dancing joyfully into 
2023 or stumbling sleepily, we hope that you will remember 
that we at First Presbyterian Church will be right by your 
side. We look forward to a year of continuing out trends of 
increased attendance, growing membership, soul-
nourishing mission and education opportunities, and tons of 
ways to grow ever-closer to God. We are grateful that you 
are part of this family of faith, and we hope to see you soon.  
 
God bless! 
Pastor Matt 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
In accordance with the bylaws of  
First Presbyterian Church, the annual 
congregational meeting will be held on 
January 15th, 2023 at 12 PM in the 
Sanctuary. 
In addition to regular business, the voting 
members will be asked to approve an 
amendment to the bylaws.  A copy of the 
amendment is available outside the 
church office and on the church website.   
 
Reverend Matt Schultz  
Ralph Duerre, Chair of Trustees 
 

TRANSPORTATION NEED 
Please let Sarah Kleedehn know (907-
244-6934) if you are able to drive one or 
two of our church members living on the 
east side of town to and from Sunday 
services Your assistance would be greatly 
appreciated. Thank you. 

 
FPC HAS GONE PAPERLESS 

Our newsletters will be emailed or on the 
website.  Let us know if you’d still like to 
receive a copy in your mailbox. 

 
HOW TO REACH US 

First Presbyterian Church 
616 W 10th Avenue 
Anchorage AK 99501 
(907)272-6411 
https://firstpresanchorage.org/ 

EPIPHANY PARTY & BABY SHOWER FOR JESUS  
All are welcome to join us following worship this Sunday (January 
8) as we welcome the Magi to the manger. 
FPC will provide the gold, frankincense and myrrh and you are 
invited to join us for lunch and epiphany activities.   A simple lunch 
will be provided by the CE Committee will provide a simple lunch 
and you are invited to bring leftover Christmas goodies to share.  
The party will include a “Baby Shower for Jesus” with donations 
going to Covenant House Passage Home. Passage Home helps 
homeless young mothers and pregnant teenagers secure a 
brighter, more stable future for them and their babies.  Suggested 
donations include diapers, sleepers, onesies, receiving blankets, 
t-shirts, baby wipes, shampoo and lotion.  We will be collecting 
these donations through the end of January. 
 

HELP US TAKE DOWN THE CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 
Following the Epiphany Party on Sunday we will help the 
deacons take down the Christmas decorations in the sanctuary 
and narthex.  This is a family friendly activity and a great way to 
build community with others at FPC.  Plan to join others around 
1 pm and help with this project.    
 

UNTANGLING COLONIALISM  
STUDY GROUP 

Join us on Tuesday, January 10 at 6:30 pm for our next study 
group.  We meet monthly in fellowship hall to learn how the 
history of colonization in Alaska (and the lower 48) has impacted 
the lives of our Alaskan Native brothers and sisters.  The study 
includes watching a video series created by Native Movement 
(www.nativemovement.org) followed by a meaningful discussion 
each evening.  If you want to learn more about this study group 
please contact Kay Brown, Marcus Geist or Danna Larson.  

  
 

https://firstpresanchorage.org/
http://www.nativemovement.org/
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ONLINE GIVING 
There are three ways to access our Giving 
platform. 
QR Code – If you aim 
your camera at our code 
box, and press the 
prompt on your phone 
screen, you’ll be 
directed to our giving 
website. 
Text Link – Text Give to 360-625-6411. 
A link will be sent. Click that link, and the 
phone will connect to our giving website.  
Website – firstpresanchorage.org/give 
Thank you for supporting First Presbyterian 
Church! 
 

THE GIFTS GIVEN IN DECEMBER 
Through your generosity, we collected 
$24,227 in our Christmas Eve offering. This 
offering was shared with Brother Francis 
Shelter, a program of Catholic Social 
Services. We also raised $900 for the 
Christmas Joy offering. 
In addition, Presbyterian Women gave 
donations to the Rescue Mission, to Young 
Lives and several other outreach agencies 
and missions. 
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 
The great and foremost commandment, in 
Jesus' words, is to "love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind."  What better way 
to begin the New Year, than with this as 
your focus?  Join the adult Sunday School 
class as we explore examples of worship 
from scripture and share insights we've 
gained over the years.  Scott Gruhn will 
facilitate the discussion in the Library from 
9:30 to 10:30 each Sunday morning.  We'd 
love to get to know you better!  Join us as 
we open the scriptures to walk more 
closely with our Lord. 
 
FAMILY FAITH FORMATION RESUMES 

ON JANUARY 15 
FPC offers an intergenerational Sunday 
School class on Sunday mornings at 9:30 
am.  The class meets in Room 2 in the CE 
wing and currently is working on finishing 
banners for the sanctuary.    The class is led 
by Diana Rotkis.  We will resume classes on 
January 15 and could use a couple more 
adults to help with some of the machine 
sewing of the banners.  If you are available, 
please join us.  It is a great opportunity to 
get to know people of all ages in the church.  

MLK, JR. MISSION IMMERSION 
DAY OF SERVICE FOR YOUTH 

All youth are invited to our annual MLK, Jr. Service Day 
scheduled for Saturday, January 14.  We will gather at 8:00 am 
at St. John United Methodist Church for worship and then go out 
into the community to serve at various community agencies 
throughout the day.   Youth will then gather back at St. John’s in 
the late afternoon for pizza and hang out together, play games, 
and relax until 8 pm.  If you can only come for part of  
the day that is ok; put that on your application.  Register online 
at: https://app.easytithe.com/App/Form/0d8b7121-3e79-46d6-
8457-a07364d68809.     
Adults are also needed to help drive the youth to the various sites.  
If you are available to help with this, please contact Danna Larson 
(dllsitka@gmail.com).    
 
 

EMERGENCY COLD WEATHER SHELTER UPDATE 
Many thanks to all of you who have made the Emergency Cold 
Weather Shelter ministry a reality this season.  It is a big 
commitment with the shelter being open from October to May of 
each year.  This year as you know we moved to a permanent site 
for the families which provides them the ability to stay on site 
during the day and also have the support of a case manager 
onsite Monday-Friday.   The new site does create a few 
challenges for us as churches; one being the need for additional 
volunteers to meet the city guidelines for this particular site.  With 
your support FPC has met the challenge!    To make this happen 
you have provided an evening meal for the families each Monday 
night.  In addition, you have helped us with the volunteers needed 
to provide hospitality from 6-9 pm each night and do the 
safety/fire watch from 9 pm (Monday night) to 9 am on Tuesday 
morning.   In addition, many of you have provided snacks and 
cleaning supplies for the shelter.  Thank you to each of you who 
has contributed.  
We will continue to serve on Monday nights through mid-May.  
We do not do the shelter in the summer months as this is an 
Emergency Cold Weather Shelter, not a year-round shelter.  In 
order to meet our commitment on Monday nights with our current 
volunteers we are still in need of an additional eight overnight 
volunteers who could serve one Monday night a month.  We 
currently have volunteers who are serving every Monday night 
and some who are here 2-3 Monday nights.  A few more to join 
the team would make it easier for our current committed 
volunteers.  One of the opportunities is to come and do the 10 
pm-1 am shift and then go home.  This has been an option for 
three of our current volunteers who cannot stay the entire night.  
Thanks so much for praying with us about our volunteer needs 
and reaching out yourself or in the community to help us invite 
others to serve.  If you have interest in learning more about the 
opportunities, please contact Danna Larson or Marcus Geist. 

https://app.easytithe.com/App/Form/0d8b7121-3e79-46d6-8457-a07364d68809
https://app.easytithe.com/App/Form/0d8b7121-3e79-46d6-8457-a07364d68809
mailto:dllsitka@gmail.com
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F.I.S.H. FOOD DRIVE 

F.I.S.H. (Friends in Serving Humanity) is 
having a drive-through food drive on 
Saturday, Jan. 14 from noon – 3 pm.  This 
organization is a 100 per cent volunteer 
organization and in 2022 made over 3400 
food box deliveries to people in the 
Anchorage area who are homebound.   You 
are invited to bring any non-perishable food 
items to the drive-through.  The items most 
needed are macaroni & cheese, jelly, lunch 
snacks, tuna/chicken, soup/stew, beans, 
pasta, canned fruits, canned vegetables, 
oatmeal, rice and spam.  If you cannot 
participate in the drive-through, you can 
bring your donations to FPC, and we will 
deliver them for you.  Thanks so much for 
your support in helping those in our 
community who are without enough food to 
eat.  

 

LEGACY FUND 
First Presbyterian Church is your spiritual home – and much 
more.  It is where children have been baptized, where couples 
are married, where we gather for celebrations and meals, create 
community gardens, gather food in times of need, and care for 
the homeless. 
You can bless First Presbyterian, its ministry and generations of 
Christians who will follow you with a legacy gift either now or 
through your estate.  You can: 

1.  Make a bequest to the Church in your will 
2.  Name the Church as a retirement plan beneficiary or 
as a recipient of a qualified charitable distribution from 
your IRA 
3.  Name the Church as a life insurance beneficiary 
4.  Make a gift of real estate or other property, including 
appreciated securities, to the Church 
5.  Recommend the Church for a grant from your donor-
advised fund 
6.  Name the Church as a beneficiary of your charitable 
annuity trust 
7.  Other ways that implement your estate plan. 

Any one of us on First Presbyterian’s Legacy Committee can 
guide you through this important gifting process.  However, each 
person’s will and trust agreement are unique and must be 
structured to fit the needs and estate plans of each individual.  
For this reason, you should consult a lawyer to assist you in 
preparing your estate plan and drafting your will or trust 
agreement(s). 
Consult with an attorney or professional advisor before making 
changes to your estate plans. 
For additional information, contact Ralph Duerre, Marcus Geist, 
Ron Moon, Jim Powell, Diana Rotkis or John Weaver. 
 
 
 


