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 “How very good and pleasant it is 
    when kindred live together in unity!” 
 - Psalm 133 
 
Join us for Kickoff Day! 
   We are happy to invite you to worship with us in-person on Sunday, 
September 11th at 11:00 AM (please note the time change). This is our 
kickoff day, on which we will be celebrating the beginning of a new church 
year. The choir will sing, Sunday school will begin, snacks will be enjoyed, 
and we will announce new opportunities for gatherings and classes. 
Please come join us to celebrate God’s beloved community, together 
 
   The following week, September 18th, will also have much to celebrate, 
as we baptize a child of the church and welcome in several new members. 
It is a season of growth and celebration here at First Presbyterian Church, and we hope that you will join 
us!!! 
 
   There are still more wonderful things planned for the weeks to come. This is a great time for us to get 
back to meeting in-person for church. It is a great gift to see each other face-to-face; to sing and pray and 
eat together. We hope that you will join us! 
 
Mask Requirement Lifted on September 11th 
   In addition to being our grand re-opening, September 11th will be the first Sunday without a mask 
requirement. This is due to the lowering case numbers, our stable hospitals, and relaxed CDC guidelines. 
We look ahead with hope that these good trends continue!  
   Of course, everyone is still welcome and encouraged to wear masks. Pastor Matt will continue to do so 
for a while, as a way to protect and stand with and care for the immunocompromised among us.  
 
GuestHouse Update 
   We are pleased to report that the GuestHouse Hotel project is nearing completion. The VERY brief 
summary is that FPC will serve as a passthrough of funds and will help to coordinate the purchase & 
operations of the GuestHouse hotel (321 E 5th Ave). The hotel will be used to provide homes for people 
experiencing homelessness. The residents will mostly be workforce-ready, and they will pay rent. This 
project will provide them with the safety and stability needed to stay out of homelessness, and continue 
building a life of dignity and joy.  
   No church funds are used for this, and operations will be carried out by a hired company. In a few 
months, we expect to pass ownership on to another entity. FPC will have no debt or profit from this 
endeavor. 
   Pastor Matt will speak more about this from the pulpit, and as always you are encouraged to call or visit 
for more discussion!  
 
Stewardship  
   As you consider the wonderful worship that we shared together, and the faithful work that we do to 
provide God's children a way out of homelessness, I hope that you will consider supporting our work by 
sharing your gifts and offerings. As we return to full programming in person, we need volunteers. And all 
of this also requires financial generosity so that we can keep all of these expressions of faith vibrant. If 
you would like to volunteer, simply call the church office and we will find something that is good for you. 
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And if you'd like to donate, please send a check to the church, or go to our website 
at https://firstpresanchorage.org/give/ 

Update on Joan Lindemuth  
 Eve Bodeux has sent us this nice update on our dear sister in the faith, 
Joan.  
 “Joan lives in a lovely facility in Lafayette, CO, near family. She enjoys the 
mild weather and spending time in the facility courtyards, walking at the 
local lake with me and my family, and taking scenic drives to enjoy the 
Rocky Mountain scenery.  
 She participates in a program that takes her (and a family member) on 
bike rides on the local trails, passing a creek, various animals and other 
trail users. As you know, she loves being outside. (See photo). The facility 
where she lives has many activities as well as outings around the area to 
sight see or visit local restaurants. They also have themed festivities and 
recently, at a circus-themed party, she and I won a tasty homemade 
strawberry-rhubarb pie. 
 She often visits at my house where the boys play piano for her, we all sing 
together, or go on walks. Joan has had many visitors, friends and family, 
during her time in Colorado and also, recently met her great grandson (first 
great grandchild!) on his way up to Alaska (with his parents, of course, 

since he is only a few weeks old ;) 
 If anyone would like to drop Joan a line, they can write to her in care of me at: Joan Lindemth, c/o Eve 
Bodeux, 2858 Twin Lakes Cir, Lafayette, CO 80026 and I will make sure she gets it.  
 All the best to you and all the 1st Pres community.” 
 
Final Reminder: 
 Worship time switches to 11:00 AM on Sunday, September 11th. Eleven on the eleventh! See you then. 
 
!God bless, 
Pastor Matt  
 
 

JOIN US ON SUNDAYS FOR THE FOLLOWING FAITH FORMATION EXPERIENCES  
 
Family Faith Formation Fellowship (children, youth, adults) is an intergenerational gathering 
for all ages and meets downstairs in one of the Christian education classrooms. Join us for 
breakfast at 9:30 am. This fall we will finish the banners for the sanctuary and learn ways to live 
out our commitment as a Matthew 25 congregation.  Creating opportunities for multi-ages to 
learn and serve the church and larger community is the goal of this offering. Come for breakfast, 
fellowship and an opportunity to learn together.  
 
Godly Play, for elementary children, provides an opportunity for children to experience our faith 
story in creative ways.  Godly Play teaches us to listen for God and to make authentic and 
creative responses to God’s call in our lives. Children go to Godly Play following the “Time With 
Children” in worship.   
  
Adult Sunday School begins on September 11 at 9:30am. This fall we'll focus on  
several different topics and characters within the scriptures. Come share life lessons you've 
learned, and grow as you hear from others.  Join us upstairs in the Fellowship Hall for vibrant, 
prayerful, and searching discussions! 
 

https://firstpresanchorage.org/give/
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Youth Group is an opportunity for youth (7th-12th grade) to meet with other Presbyterian youth 
from the Anchorage area for fellowship, study, recreation and service projects.  The group 
usually meets on Sunday afternoons and rotates between participating churches.   Adults are 
needed to support this ministry. The volunteer adults are not expected to be at every gathering 
but to pick and choose what they can help with and use their gifts of ministry to build relationships 
with our youth and support them in their faith formation.  
 
JOIN US IN OUR WORK AS A MISSION COMMITTEE 
The Mission Committee continues to find ways for First Presbyterian Church to support the 
community agencies that are partnering with those in our community who are in need. We hope 
to have a variety we can safely volunteer with these different agencies during the upcoming year.   
 The current agencies we are partnering with include the following: 
 Food Bank of Alaska                           F.I.S.H. 
 Lutheran Social Services                   Covenant House 
 Catholic Social Services                     AWAIC Shelter 
 Clare House                                        Bean’s Café/The Children’s Lunchbox 
 
Members of the mission committee continue to meet with other ECWS (Emergency Cold 
Weather Shelter) partners to plan for the needs of families in our community who are without 
permanent housing. As plans are finalized in the next couple of weeks, we will share the 
opportunities with all of you. 
 
As part of our commitment as a Matthew 25 congregation the mission committee plans to offer 
small group studies this fall focusing on understanding how racism is deeply embedded in the 
life and history of the U.S. and learning ways we as individuals and a congregation can begin 
the journey of dismantling structural racism in our contexts. Watch for these opportunities as 
they develop this fall. 
 
If you’re curious about one of the announcements you read read in the bulletin on Sunday, but 
you can’t remember the details, a copy of the weekly announcements are posted on the front 
page of our website.  They are posted on Friday afternoon, and will be replaced with the next 
set of announcements the following Friday.  You can also call the office to ask questions about 
upcoming events. 
 


